Lesson 3.4 The Battle over Continental Drift

Wegener’s theory was rejected by some because some people thought that:-

· The continents are fixed in position

· The jigsaw fit was a coincidence

· The continents were originally linked by land bridges giving similar fossils on different continents

· The rocks are solid and the continents cannot move sideways

· As the Earth contracted and cooled it wrinkled into mountains

Different Viewpoints

Harold Jeffries was a well-respected geologist. People believed his views. 

Wegener’s views were not believed because

· He was not a geologist

· The continental drift could not be measured and this had been very important in his work

· People could not understand what would make it all happen

Jeffries published his textbook, which was taken as fact because he was well known. He said that the Earth under our feet was solid, which was easy for people to believe.

Arthur Holmes published his work in a periodical, which was not widely read, so his ideas were not known about until much later when he published his own textbook.

