Electrical circuits

Electricity flows easily through materials called conductors. All metals are conductors, so is graphite (also called carbon).

Electricity flows round a circuit. The circuit must be complete and have a battery or power supply.

Current is a flow of electricity.

It is measured with an ammeter.

The units of current are amperes (also called amps or A)

More batteries will give more current.

More bulbs in a circuit will need more current to make them light properly.

Resistance is how hard it is for the current to get around the circuit. 

A series circuit only has one route for the current to flow round. A parallel circuit has different routes that the current can take.

A plug has a fuse, which is a thin piece of wire. If the current gets too high the wire heats up and melts, breaking the circuit. The fuse can prevent fires, but it would not stop you from getting an electric shock!

